PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

HARRISBURG,  PA. 

Vol.  3  JUNE,  1920.  No.  17^ 

 *  

GENERAL  BULLETIN  NO.  348 

BUREAU  OF  MARKETS 

SERVICE  AND  REGULATORY  ANNOUNCEMENT  NO.  1 

Rules  and  Regulations 

PROVIDING  FOR 

Standard  Climax  Baskets  for  Grapes 

AND 

Other  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

AND  FOR 

Standard  Crates,  Baskets 

AND 

Other  Containers 

FOR 

Berries,  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


ISSUED  MAY  24,  1920 


Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  22,  1918,  at  the  Posi  Office  at  Eo-rrieb-urg,  Pa.,  un- 
der the  Act  of  June  6,  1900.    Acceptance  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postage  pro- 
vided in  section  110S,  Act  of  Octooer  3,  1917,  authorized  on  J-me  US,  1918. 


(2) 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

PROVIDING  FOE. 

STANDARD  CLIMAX  BASKETS  FOR  GRAPES 

AND 

OTHER  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

AND  FOR 

STANDARD  CRATES,  BASKETS 

AND 

OTHER  CONTAINERS 

FOR 

BERRIES,  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

ISSUED  MAY  24,  1920 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Sections  2  and  3  of  Act  No. 
337  prescribing  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, approved  July  9,  1919,  the  standards  for  Climax  baskets  for 
grapes  and  other  fruits  and  vegetables,  the  standard  crates,  baskets 
and  other  containers  for  berries,  fruits  and  vegetables  hereby  are 
promulgated  and  established  as  standards  for  Pennsylvania.  These 
standards  will  be  in  force  and  effect  on  and  after  December  1,  1920. 

The  following  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Markets  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards, 
approved  by  the  Secretary'  of  Agriculture  and  tfie  Secretary  of  In- 
ternal Affairs  will  be  in  force  and  effect  on  and  after  December  1, 
1920,  until  amended  or  superseded  by  rules  and  regulations  hereafter 
established  and  promulgated: 

REGULATION  1  .—DEFINITIONS 
Section  1.    Words  in  these  regulations  used  in  the  singular  form 
shall  be  deemed  to  import  the  plural,  and  vice  versa,  as  the  case  may 
demand. 

Section  2.  For  the  purpose  of  these  regulations,  the  following 
terms  shall  be  construed,  respectively,  to  mean: 

"Containers,"  shall  mean  climax  baskets  for  grapes  and  for 
other  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  crates,  baskets  or  other  con- 
tainers for  berries,  fruits  and  vegetables,  the  sandards  for 
which  are  fixed  by  these  rules  and  regulations. 

"Closed  container,"  shall  mean  any  container  which  is 
covered  or  closed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  package  must  be 
opened  to  permit  inspection  and  the  standard  for  which  is 
fixed  by  these  rules  and  regulations. 

"Packer,"  shall  mean  any  person  who  produces  and  packs 
or  who  packs  or  repacks  farm  products  in  containers  ready 
for  distribution. 

REGULATION  2.— CAPACITIES  AND  DIMENSIONS 
Section  1.    The  standards  for  Climax  baskets  for  grapes  and  other 
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fruits  and  vegetables  whether  closed  or  open  shall  be  the  two-quart 
basket,  four-quart  basket,  and  twelve-quart  basket,  respectively: 

(a)  The  standard  two-quart  Climax  basket  shall  be  of  the 
following  dimensions:  Length  of  bottom:  piece,  nine  and 
one-half  inches;  width  of  bottom  piece,  three  and  one-half 
inches;  thickness  of  bottom  piece,  three-eighths  of  an  inch; 
height  of  basket,  three  and  seven-eights  inches,  outside 
measurement ;  top  of  basket,  length  eleven  inches  and  width 
five  inches,  outside  measurement.  Basket  to  have  a  cover 
five  by  eleven  inches,  when  a  cover  is  used. 

(b)  The  standard  four-quart  Climax  basket  shall  be  of 
the  following  dimensions:  Length  of  bottom  piece,  twelve 
inches;  width  of  bottom  piece,  four  and  one-half  inches; 
thickness  of  bottom  piece,  three-eighths  of  an  inch;  height 
of  basket,  four  and  eleven-sixteenths  inches,  outside  meas- 
urement; top  of  basket,  length  fourteen  inches,  width  six 
and  one-fourth  inches,  outside  measurement.  Basket  to 
have  cover  six  and  one-fourth  inches  by  fourteen  inches, 
when  cover  is.  used. 

(c)  The  standard  twelve-quart  Climax  basket  shall  be  of 
the  following  dimensions:  Length  of  bottom  piece,  sixteen 
inches;  width  of  bottom  piece,  six  and  one-half  inches; 
thickness  of  bottom  piece,  seven-sixteenths  of  an  inch ;  height 
of  basket,  seven  and  one-sixteenth  inches,  outside  measure- 
ment;  top  of  basket,  length  nineteen  inches,  width  nine 
inches,  outside  measurement.  Basket  to  have  cover  nine 
inches  by  nineteen  inches,  when  cover  is  used. 

Section  2.  The  standard  basket  or  other  container  for  berries, 
cherries,  and  similar  small  fruits  and  vegetables  shall  be  of  the  fol- 
lowing capacities:  dry  one-half  pint,  dry  pint,  and  dry  quart. 
Further,  the  standard  basket  or  other  container  for  other  fruits  and 
vegetables  shall  have  a  capacity  of  four  dry  quarts. 

(a)  The  dry  half -pint  shall  contain  sixteen  and  eight- 
tenths  cubic  inches. 

(b)  The  dry  pint  shall  contain  thirty-three  and  six-tenths 
cubic  inches. 

(c)  The  dry  quart  shall  contain  sixty-seven  and  two- 
tenths  cubic  inches. 

(d)  The  dry  four-quarts  shall  contain  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  and  eight-tenths  cubic  inches. 

Section  3.  The  standard  crates  for  fruits  and  vegetables  shall  be 
the  six  basket  crate  containing  6  four  quart  baskets  and  the  32-quart 
crate  containing  32  quart  or  60  pint  berry  boxes. 
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(a)  The  standard  six  basket  crate  containing  6  four  quart 
baskets  shall  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  inside  meas- 
urement: Length,  22  inches;  width,  11]  inches;  height, 
10^  inches. 

(b)  The  standard  32-quart  crate  containing  32  quart  or 
60  pint  berry  boxes  shall  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  in- 
side measurement:  Length,  22  inches;  width,  11  inches; 
height,  14|  inches, 

REGULATION  3.— MARKING 

Section  1.  All  standard  containers  hereinbefore  provided  for 
must  have  the  capacity  in  terms  of  dry  measure  plainly  and  con- 
spicuously marked  on  the  outside  thereof. 

Section  2.  All  standard  closed  containers  hereinbefore  provided 
tor  must  have  the  name  and  address  of  the'  packer,  plainly  and  con- 
spicuously marked  on  the  outside  thereof. 

REGULATION  4. — TOLERANCES  AND  VARIATIONS 
Section  1.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a  standard 
container  hereinbefore  provided  for  is  within  the  tolerances  and 
variations  as  to  capacity  allowed  by  these  regulations,  it  shall  be 
tested  by  the  use  of  a  dry  measure  of  the  standard  capacity  applic- 
able to  such  container,  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce.  Such  test  shall  be  made  with  rape  seed  or  other 
medium  giving  equivalent  results.  The  capacity  of  the  standard 
container  shall  be  determined  by  stricken  measure.  Only  the  actual 
capacity  when  level  full  shall  be  considered  and  such  portion  of  the 
contents  as  may  be  heaped  above  the  level  of  the  top  of  the  sides  shall 
be  disregarded,  notwithstanding  any  raised  cover  which  might  permit 
the  extension  upwards  of  the  contents.  In  making  such  test,  both 
the  standard  container  to  be  tested  and  the  measure  of  standard 
capacity  by  the  use  of  which  it  is  to  be  tested,  shall  be  filled  with 
the  testing  medium,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  con- 
ditions, by  means  of  a  hopper  of  the  type  customarily  employed  for 
the  same  purpose  in  State  and  Federal  laboratories. 

Section  2.  As  prescribed  in  this  section,  the  following  tolerances 
and  variations  in  the  capacities  of  standard  containers  are  found  to 
be  reasonable  and  necessary  and  hereby  are  allowed. 

The  excess  or  deficiency  in  capacity  of  any  standard  container, 
over  or  under  the  capacity  prescribed  for  such  container  in  these 
regulations  as  specified  below  in  the  column  designated  "Standard 
Capacity,"  may  be  as  much  as.  but  not  greater  than,  the  amount 
stated  in  cubic  inches  in  the  same  line  in  the  column  designated  "Ex- 
cess" or  "Deficiency,"  as  the  case  may  be :  but,  among  any  lot  of 
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containers  which  are  not  all  of  the  standard  capacity  prescribed  for 
.such  containers  in  these  regulations,  the  number  over  shall  be  as 
nearly  equal  as  may  be  practical  to  the  number  under  such  standard 
capacity,  within  the  tolerances  and  variations  allowed  therefor  in 
this  section. 


Standard  Capacity 


4  quarts, 
1  quart.  - 
1  pint,  — 
k  pint.  ... 


Tolerances  and  variations 


Excess 


Deficiency 


Cubic  inches  ■  Cubic  inches 


10 

3 
2 
1 


64 

2 

li 


Section  3.  As  prescribed  in  this  section,  the  following  tolerances 
and  variations  in  dimensions  of  Climax  baskets  for  grapes  and  other 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  found  to  be  reasonable  and  necessary  and 
hereby  are  allowed,  subject,  however,  to  the  tolerances  and  variations 
in  capacity  allowed  in  Section  2  of  this  regulation. 

The  excess  or  deficiency  in  any  dimension  specified  in  the 
column  designated  "Dimensions,"  over  or  under  the  measurement 
prescribed  for  "such  dimension  in  Section  1  of  Regulation  2,  may  be 
as  much  as,  but  not  greater  than  the  amount  specified  opposite  such 
dimension  in  the  column  designated  "Excess"  or  "Deficiency,"  as  the 
case  may  be. 


Dimensions 


Length  of  bottom  piece  of  2-quart,  4-quart,  or  12-quart 
Climax  basket,  -- 

Width  of  bottom  piece  of  2-quart,  4-quart,  or  12-quart 
Climax  basket,  -- 

Thickness  of  bottom  piece  of  2-quart,  4-quart,  or  12-quart 
Climax  basket,   v~"-r'""l  V 

Height  of  2-quart,  4-quart,  or  12-quart  Climax  basket,  out- 
side measurement.  r~7Z,~.  

Length  of  cover  of  2-quart,  4-quart,  or  12-quart  Climax 
basket,   --  

Width  of  cover  of  2-quart,  4-quart,   or  12-quart  Climax 

j  ^     ^  1\  0 1  —       — —  —  '  

Combined  length" and" width  of  top  of  2-quart  Climax  basket, 
outside  measurement.  --'AT'  V~~Y^' 

Combined  length  and  width  of  top  of  4-quart  Climax  basket, 
outside  measurement,  

Combined  length  and  width  of  top  of  12-quart  Climax  bas- 
ket, outside  measurement,   


Tolerances  and 


variations 

Excess 

Defi- 
ciency 

Inches 

Inches 

i 

B 

\ 

1 

5 

i 

i 

X 

a 

i 

X 

8 

I 

I 

1 

'Z 

i 
1 

! 

i 
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Section  4.  As  prescribed  in  this  section,  the  following  tolerances 
and  variations  in  the  dimensions  of  the  standard  six  basket  crate 
containing  6  four  quart  baskets  and  the  32  quart  crate  containing  32 
quart  or  60  pint  berry  boxes  are  found  to  be  reasonable  and  necessary 
and  hereby  are  allowed. 

'•The  excess  or  deficiency  in  any  dimension  specified  below  in  the 
column  designated  "Dimensions,"  over  or  under  the  measurement 
prescribed  for  such  dimension  in  Section  3  of  Regulation  2,  may  be 
as  much  as,  but  not  greater  than  the  amount  specified  opposite  such 
dimension  in  the  column  designated  "Excess"  or  "Deficiency,"  as  the 
case  may  be."  Measurements  for  ascertaining  the  width  of  the  stand- 
ard crates  hereinbefore  provided  for  shall  be  taken  across  the 


ends  of  the  crates  and  not  across  the  center  thereof. 

Tolerances  and 

variations 

Dimensions 

Defi- 

Excess 

ciency 

Length  of  6  basket  crate,  inside  measurement,    . 

Width  of  8  basket  crate,  inside  measurement,     

Height  of  0  basket  crate,  inside  measurement,   

Length  of  32  quart  crate,  inside  measurement,   . 

Width  of  32  quart  crate,  inside  measurement  .   

Height  of  32  quart  crate,  inside  measurement,   

Inches 

1 
i 

1 
4 

1 

i 
i 

Inches 

i 
$ 

i 

i 

1 

4 

REGULATION  5. — VIOLATIONS 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  producer,  packer  or  dis- 
tributor to  pack  for  sale,  offer  for  sale,  consign  for  sale  or  sell  and 
deliver  in  a  container  hereinbefore  provided  for  grapes,  fruits,  berries 
or  vegetables,  unless  the  container  conform  to  the  standards  herein 
before  provided  for,  subject  to  the  tolerances  and  variations  allowed 
in  these  regulations;  and  any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions 
of  these  regulations  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  which  fine  shall  be  collected  in  the  appropriate 
eov.rts  of  the  Commonwealth.  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  apply  to  the  sale  or  use  of  Climax  baskets,  baskets,  crates 
or  other  containers  for  fruits,  berries  and  vegetables  when 
intended  for  export  to  foreign  countries  when  such  Climax  baskets, 
baskets,  crates  or  other  containers  for  fruits,  berries,  and  vege- 
tables accord  with  the  specifications  of  the  purchasers  for  export  or 
comply  with  the  law  of  the  country  to  which  shipment  is  made  or  to 
be  made. 
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Section  2.  All  violations  of  the  provisions  of  these  regulations  re- 
lating to  the  standard  Climax  baskets,  baskets,  crates  and  other 
containers  for  fruits,  berries  and  vegetables  hereinbefore  provided 
for  shall  be  prosecuted  in  the  appropriate  courts  of  the  Common- 
wealth by  inspectors  of  weights  and  measures  of  the  respective  cities 
and  counties  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Internal  Affairs  and  his  deputies. 

Section  3.  No  producer,  packer  or  distributor  shall  be  prosecuted 
under  the  provisions  of  these  regulations  when  he  can  establish  a 
guaranty  signed  by  the  manufacturer,  wholesaler,  jobber,  or  other 
party  residing  within  the  Commonwealth  from  whom  such  Climax 
baskets,  baskets,  crates  or  other  containers,  as  defined  in  these  regu- 
lations were  purchased,  to  the  effect  that  said  Climax  baskets,  baskets, 
crates  or  other  containers,  are  correct  within  the  meaning  of  these 
regulations.  Said  guaranty,  to  accord  protection,  shall  contain  the 
name  and  address  of  the  party  or  parties  manufacturing  or  making 
the  sale  of  Climax  baskets,  baskets,  crates  or  other  containers  to 
such  producer,  packer,  'or  distributor  and  in  such  case  said  manu- 
facturer or  party  making  the  sale  shall  be  amenable  to  the  prosecu- 
tions, fines,  and  other  penalties  which  would  attach  in  due  course 
to  the  producer,  packer  or  distributor  under  the  provisions  of  these 
regulations. 

Approved : 

FEED  RASMUS  SEN,  JAMES  A.  WOODWARD, 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs 

for  Bureau  of  Markets.  for  Bureau  of  Standards., 


Harrisburg,  May  24,  1920. 


